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It is difficult to be surehow far my profession,
linked as it is to ships and
the sea, has influenced the
hobby which I have enjoyed
for some years and on
which I spend some of my
free time, most often at
weekends.
I fell in love with the

small wooden boats that I
make and which are
gradually taking over most
of the free space that still
exists in my house.
It is a real pleasure to be

able to spend moments in
time concentrating on
boats, moments spent
thinking about details of
their construction, seeing
them gradually emerge
from my hands in that small
corner of the garage in my
house that is my workshop.
Depending on the size

and level of detail of each
ship, these may be finished
in a couple of months (for
the smaller ones) or may
take as long as three years
in the case of those that
are larger and more
detailed.At the end, I feel

like a true Ship Owner, but
also like an artist, who
must feel enormous
pleasure when they finally
finish a piece of work.
The reproductions I have

made include a smallViking
ship, fishing boats of the
type utilised more recently
in the Mediterranean and
on the Iberian Peninsula’s
Atlantic coast, and other
more sophisticated vessels
such as the “SANSON”, a

sea-going tug that was in
service at the end of the
19th and beginning of the
20th centuries, endowed
with a 2000HP steam

engine that enabled it to
achieve the remarkable
speed of 14 knots.The
world-famous Mississippi
paddlewheel steamboats

have not been forgotten,
nor has that most valuable
Portuguese Naval teaching
boat, the “Sagres”, and so
my collection continues to
grow, bringing me great
contentment and personal
satisfaction.
One of the boats that I

have recently completed,
and which I am very proud
of, is the 17th century
Portuguese warship, the
“Nossa Sra. da Conceição”.
Extremely imposing, with
its 120 cannon and large
hold, it sailed for many
years between Portugal and
India.This boat took me a
long time to complete (3

years), and is the largest
boat in my collection.
There is, currently,

another boat waiting in the
“shipyard”, the British
schooner brig “ST.
HELENA”, as well as
another two waiting their
turn to be worked on: the
16th century Spanish
Galleon “SAN
FRANCISCO II”, and the
Norwegian ship “GJOA”,
which was built in the
shipyard of Rosendal in
1872 and was used by
Roald Asmudsen on his
expedition to the North
Pole in 1903.
My fleet continues to

grow, and my main problem
now is managing to find the
space in my house in which
to accommodate the fruits
of so many hours of
pleasurable labour.

José Basto,
“K” Line (Portugal) S.A.

My own fleet

Daniel Nunn is hoping
that his sensational

start in the world of
karting could prove the
first step on the path
towards a career in the
British Touring Car
Championships.
The 16-year-old Ipswich

resident only took up
racing two years ago when
a friend persuaded Nunn
to join him for a few laps at
Anglia Indoor Karting.
However, after

effortlessly breezing

through the foundations of
karting, theWestbourne
Sports College pupil now
has his eyes on forging a
career behind the wheel.
He said:“I just love the

speed. Current Touring Car
driver Robert Huff started
out in the same
Championships as me so
that has to be my ultimate
goal.”
Nunn took to the wheel

so naturally that, as a 13-
year-old, in only his first
year of competition, he set

a lap record at the
Sproughton-based indoor
track, beating a number of
experienced senior driver’s
times. After quickly
masterlng the basic indoor
circuit, scooplng a total of
six trophies in his first year,
Nunn moved on to the
outdoor environment of
Red Lodge Karting in
Newmarket.
There he entered the

Topkatz Training school, a
tuition group for promising
drivers aged between eight
and 18 years, and withln
just a slngle month he had
progressed from grade five
to one – a process that can
normally take the best part

of a year.
After a promising start in

theTopkatz Championship,
Nunn decided to rent
another kart and enter the
faster Rotax
Championships. In his first
Rotax race he was involved
in a 50mph smash. He then
went on to crash out
another five times over the
season but, despite this, he
was still able to claim the
novice trophy.
Meanwhile, Nunn won

theTopkatz Championships
for his age group, beating
his lap record six times
over the course of the year.
And It was in these races,
where all drivers have to

remain on slick tyres,
where he has shown
a knack for racing in
the wet.
As a result,VC

Raclng approached

Nunn to see if he would
trial in one of their Pro-
Karts at the back end of
last season. Racing in the
Clubman class, Nunn
flnlshed second in an
experienced 19 man field
consisting mainly of senior
drivers.
On the back of that

performance, Nunn has
switched over from the
Rotax Championships to
the Pro-Kart
Championships for 2009.
He said:“The Rotax

racing is much more
ruthless and dangerous and
that doesn’t suit me.With
the Pro-Kart you can’t be
aggressive.”
For more information

see Daniel’s website:
www.danielnunn.com

Reproduced with the kind
permission of the

Evening Star, Ipswich

Nunn speeds
through the ranks
in just two years
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Model trains are not
just boy’s toys, they’re

big business, with
thousands of enthusiasts
scattered around the world
spending a lot of money on
their collections. Hornby,
the UK’s biggest model
train manufacturer, turned
over more than £55 million

in the y/e 2008, although
they do own other toy
brands such as Scalextric,
Corgi and Airfix.
The UK model

manufacturer, Dapol, who
specialise in producing
models trains in ‘OO’ and
‘N’ gauge, have just
launched their ‘N’ gauge

version of a “K” Line hi-
cube container.
‘N’ gauge is 1:148 scale

which makes this model
just 20 x 17 x 93mm – and
it comes complete with
opening doors! The photo

shows it next to a £1 coin
(about the same size as a 1
Euro or $0.25 coin).
More information can be

found on their website at
www.dapol.co.uk

David Holmes

Model maker Dapol
produces miniature
“K” Line container

Earth Hour is a global
WWF climate change

initiative. Individuals,
businesses, governments
and communities were
invited to turn out their
lights for one hour on
Saturday March 28, 2009 at
8:30 pm to show their
support for action on
climate change.The event
began in Sydney in 2007,
when 2 million people
switched off their lights. In
2008, more than 50 million
people around the globe
participated.
In Odessa, illumination of

the Opera House and
Ballet Theatre, City Hall,
Yekaterininskaya Street,
Primorskiy Boulevard and
many other central squares
and streets was switched
off.
Unfortunately not many

in Ukraine are aware of the
World Earth Hour initiative
or do not understand it’s
purpose. People think that
this initiative is just a flash
mob which leads to
nothing and has no goals to
reach.The ecologically
conscious youth of Ukraine
give the lead to all

Ukrainians as to how to
support action on climate
change. Many youth
organisations such as the
ecological clubs “Green
Wave”,“Eremurus”, scout
organisation “PLAST”,
“Organisation of Ukrainian
Scouts” and others joined
theWorld Earth Hour
initiative.
A National Strategy

Study for Climate Change
was completed in 2003 to
help Ukrainian authorities
analyse the issues and
opportunities presented by
potential international
markets for greenhouse gas
emission reductions.The
World Bank is actively
involved in helping Ukraine
take advantage of the
Kyoto Protocol.Two
related ecological projects
– the Biocarbon Fund

Afforestation Project and
the Hydropower
Rehabilitation Project are
currently under way.
In my opinion, every

person CAN and MUST
make their contribution to
the fight against Global
Warming – use electricity
sparingly, use less water,

walk more, use public
transport, buy energy
efficient products and
encourage others to
conserve.We must act
ourselves before it’s too
late!
As environmental

protection is one of “K”
Line’s Corporate Principles,
we strongly support the
WWF initiative and are
doing our best to improve
the environmental situation
here in Odessa and in
Ukraine.
We hope that you will

do what you can too – visit

theWWF website –
http://earthhour.wwf.org.uk

Chernysheva Julia,
“K” Line (Ukraine) LLC

Odessa supports
the WWF World
Earth Hour
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Below: the Nossa Sra. da Conceiçã – Above: under construction

Below: Portuguese Naval teaching
boat, the “Sagres”

Above: City Hall lights off – Below: City Hall lights on

Below left: Opera House lights off – Below right: Opera House lights on

Below left: Primorsky Blvd lights off
Below right: Primorsky Blvd lights on
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I’m now 29 years old and
have been working in “K”

Line Italy’s Naples team
since December 2006. I
would like to tell you
about a great experience I
had two summers ago. I
went to visit a friend of
mine, an economics Ph.D.
student, at Yale University
in New Haven,
Connecticut.
Back then I still had to

finish my Bachelor’s degree
dissertation, but at the
same time I was already
working full time in a local
company and I really
needed to take a break, so
I told myself “Why not go
to New Haven?”
I had the wonderful

opportunity to visit my
close friend and at the
same time, see one of the
world’s most famous
universities, where I could
do all the reading and
writing I needed to do.
What I did not know then
was that I would also get
the chance to jump into

Cape Cod’s freezing
September waters!
My trip started with a

direct flight from Naples to
NewYork.What can I say –
I had left the Old
Continent and found
myself right in its shining
opposite! I just have to see
it again...
I spent most of the time

in New Haven, where my
old friend was hosting me.
Thanks to him I had the
chance to visit Yale
University and take
advantage of all it’s libraries
(in particular, I loved Irvin
S. Gilmore Music Library at

Sterling Memorial Library)
or hang around the
campus’s pleasant coffee
shops, where I found a
peaceful enough
environment to conclude
my dissertation. A student
of economics myself, it was
very inspiring to visit the
department where so
many world-wide famous
personalities had studied,
and where Bill and Hilary
Clinton had met for the
first time!
The grand finale was on

the weekend before I
returned to Italy – we
drove to Cape Cod,
Massachusetts. Being a
pretty big international
crowd we rented a van in
order to fit all of us. Going
by vehicle also gave us the
advantage of a more
flexible schedule, stopping
any time we felt like it and
doing some shopping.We
drove out of New Haven
early on Friday morning

and eventually bumped into
a Scallop Festival
somewhere outside of
Boston; for an extremely
low price we found
ourselves in front of huge
portions of scallops, French
fries and also a couple of
drinks per person.
We reached Cape Cod

in the afternoon, checked
into a hotel we had found
online and immediately
drove out again towards
“The only beach on the
Atlantic Coast to see the

sunset on the water” (my
friends’ words).We
lingered there until
twilight, playing volleyball
or chatting on the sand. I
shyly approached the
Atlantic but it wasn’t until

the next day, a gorgeous
sunny afternoon, that we
had the courage to jump
in.
Later on we took a walk

downtown Provincetown
and stopped to have dinner
in what looked like the
best fish restaurant in the
area. Cape Cod is famous
for both fish and seafood
but above all it’s delicious
lobsters, which are even
more tasty when boiled in
oceanic water. It was a
really magnificent meal (see
the picture for proof). But
also outside Boston I was
converted – I bacame a
great fan of the US cuisine.
As my brothers like to
remind me, I returned to
Italy heavier by 7 kilos!

Vincenzo De Vendittis,
“K” Line Italia

A study holiday at
Yale University

Edible gifts from
Mano
Maritime
There are a few

advantages to working
in the shipping industry, but
not many of them are
deliciously edible. Early in
January we were fortunate
enough to receive four
lovely cakes from Mano
Maritime,“K” Line’s agents
in Israel, delivered to us
here in London.All the
cakes were designed with a
“K” Line family theme in
mind, and there was nearly
enough to go around!

Atsuko Eguchi
“K” Line (Europe) Limited




